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Free admission  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We are pleased to invite you to an informal seminar that will tackle some of the key issues at 
stake as the world is gathering for climate negotiations towards COP21 in Paris later this year.  

Kevin Anderson, professor at University of Manchester and Deputy Director of Tyndall 
Centre, UKÕs premier climate change research institution will challenge us all with his analysis 
of the remaining carbon budget and its implications on emissions reduction trajectories and 
need for radical transformation across all sectors of society. 

Pat Mooney, Executive Director of ETC Group and Right Livelihood Award recipient 1985, 
will expose how the Paris meeting risks locking us into risky, planetary-scale technological 
‘false solutions’ such as geo-engineering, 

Neth Daño, Asia Director of ETC Group, will reßect on the progress towards the 
establishment of a global UN-based mechanism for technology assessment to be paired with 
vibrant, civil society monitoring to ensure real rather than false solutions are favoured. 

Niclas Hällström, Director of What Next Forum, will discuss the bold idea of a global 
renewable energy support programme that could enable countries in both the North and 
South to quickly embark on a transformation towards 100% renewable energy and provide a 
positive boost to the climate negotiations. 

Following the brief initial presentations, we look forward to a stimulating conversation 
among all presenters and participants. 



As we approach COP21 in Paris, it is clear that much is at stake. !e new agreement may be 
designed to allow for rapid scaling up of ambition, but may also lock us into low ambition 
and even false solutions. It is thus of utmost importance that both civil society and 
progressive governments are clear on what are both opportunities and potential"traps.  

!is seminar seeks to explore this terrain in as frank and open-minded ways as possible, 
recognising that Sweden can play a tremendously important role. !e idea of international 
technology assessment and operationalising of the precautionary principle has been 
championed by Sweden for decades, and Sweden has also been supportive of the recent 
African-led call for a Global Renewable Energy Support programme. 

!e seminar largely builds on contributions by authors of the publication What Next Vol III: 
Climate, Equity and Development. !is publication was published in late 2012 and circulated 
widely in international climate negotiations circles and well as within academia and civil 
society. !e seminar will o#er updated presentations, but in particular stimulating 
interaction between the authors and participants.  
[Download here: http://www.whatnext.org/Publications/Volume_3/Volume_3_main.html] 

!e structure of the seminar is very informal Ð"we will begin with short introductory 
presentations by all the speakers. !e latter part of the seminar will be fully participatory 
with open discussion on the way forward. 

Please register in advance (latest 24 May) by sending an e-mail to info@whatnext.org.  
!e seminar is free. 

!e seminar is organised by the What Next Forum, CEMUS (Centre for Environment and 
Development Studies at Uppsala University and SLU), the Right Livelihood Award 
Foundation, !e Church of Sweden, and Klimataktion.  

We wish you warmly welcome to what we hope will be a dynamic, inspiring but also 
challenging seminar!  

http://www.whatnext.org/Publications/Volume_3/Volume_3_main.html
mailto:info@whatnext.org


About Kevin Anderson 
Kevin Anderson is professor of Energy and Climate Change in the School of 
Mechanical, Aeronautical and Civil Engineering at the University of 
Manchester.Anderson is deputy director of the Tyndall Centre and leads 
Tyndall ManchesterÕs energy and climate change research programme. He 
recently held a two- year position as the Tyndall CentreÕs Director. He is a Chartered Engineer and 
Fellow of the Institution of Mechanical Engineers. He sits as commissioner on the Welsh 
governmentÕs climate change commission and is a director of Greenstone Carbon Management. 
AndersonÕs work on carbon budgets reveals the gulf between political rhetoric on climate change 
and the reality of escalating emissions.  
www.kevinanderson.info 

About Pat Mooney and ETC Group 
Pat Mooney is the founder of ETC Group (Action group on Erosion, Technology 
and Concentration) and has worked on issues relating to environment and 
development during his whole life. He was the winner of the Right Livelihood 
Award (Alternative Nobel Prize) already in 1985. Pat and the ETC Group has always 
been at the forefront of the debate, and played a critical role in identifying new 
issues at an early stage. !ey highlighted the implications of corporate control over 
seeds and their packaging with pesticides already in the 1970s, were among the Þrst 
to highlight risks and controversies around biotech and GMOs, brought the issues 
or riskin relation to nanotechnology and related emerging technologies to the 
international public debate, and have recently been focusing much on geo-
engineering and synthetic biology Ð"technologies with profound implications for 
humanity and the earthÕs ecosystems. 
www.etcgroup.org 

About Neth Daño 

Neth Da–o is Asia Director of ETC Group, based in the Philippines, with extensive 
experience in development and policy work on issues relating to agriculture, 
agricultural biodiversity, biosafety, climate change and environmental governance. 
Recently she has been focusing much of her work on advocating the establishment 
of a multilateral technology assessment mechanism under the UN, as well as the 
setting up of regional, civil society led ÔTechnology Observation PlatformsÕ. She was 
also instrumental in ETCÕs successful work to get 193 countries to adopt a de facto 
moratorium on geoengineering under the UN Convention on Biological Diversity. 

About Niclas Hällström and What Next 

Niclas HŠllstršm is the director and founder of the What Next, an institution that 
convenes thinkers and doers from multiple backgrounds to explore new and 
alternative ideas on environment and development in order to catalyse action for 
change.  !rough its meetings, research and publications the What Next Forum 
formulates strategies, helps create networks and organisations, and provides active 
support to both policy-makers and activists. Niclas previously worked as Associate 
Director for the Dag Hammarskjšld Foundation (1995-2008), followed the climate 
negotiations for the Swedish Society for Nature Conservation (2008-2010) and is also 
a founder of and lecturer at the Centre for Environment and Development Studies 
(CEMUS) in Uppsala, Sweden. 
www.whatnext.org 
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About The Right Livelihood Award Foundation 

!e Right Livelihood Award was established in 1980 to honour and support 
those "o#ering practical and exemplary answers to the most urgent challenges 
facing us today". It has become widely known as the 'Alternative Nobel Prize' and 
there are now 145 Laureates from 61 countries.  

!e Right Livelihood Award is widely recognized as the world's premier award for personal courage and 
social transformation. Besides the Þnancial support, it enables its Recipients to reach out to an international 
audience that otherwise might not have heard of them. Often, the Award also gives crucial protection 
against repression. 

www.rightlivelihood.org 

About Cemus 
!e Centre for Environment and Development Studies (CEMUS) at Uppsala 
University and the Swedish University of Agricultural Sciences, is a student 
initiated university centre with the explicit ambition to contribute to a better 
world. Inspired by the idea that young people of today are key stakeholders of 
the future, CEMUS acts as a platform for students to shape their own education 
and future, with the active engagement and support of researchers, teachers, 
educational developers and other contributors. CEMUS also aims to act as a 
meeting place for the larger university community, societal actors and engaged citizens to discuss and 
grapple with some of the most pressing sustainability challenges of our time. Since its inception in the early 
1990Õs, the centre has grown into an internationally renowned initiative, with its innovative student-led 
higher education as well as research and collaboration that transcends traditional academic disciplines and 
boundaries between academia and society at large. 

www.cemus.uu.se 

About Svenska Kyrkan 
!e Church of Sweden is part of the worldwide church and works to make 
Sweden and the EU take on a much more signiÞcant responsibility in relation 
to climate change. Climate change is about both ethics and equity because the 
poorest people in the world are su#ering the most despite having contributed the least to the carbon 
dioxide emissions that have caused global warming. Our goal is a just and ambitious climate agreement 
that both halts global warming and give poor people possibilities to exercise their right to development.  

www.svenskakyrkan.se 

About Klimataktion 
Klimataktion is a Swedish civil society organisation that focuses on combatting climate 
change through public awareness raising and studies, mobilisation of citizens towards 
manifestations and action, and close cooperation with other organisations, including 
the international climate movements, to reach common goals. We welcome citizens from all political, 
religious and other backgrounds who support our standpoints.   

www.klimataktion.se 
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