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Glossary
Some UN related Terms and Acronyms
The United Nations Framework Convention on
Climate Change (UNFCCC) is the international global

agreement signed at the Rio Earth Summit in 1992 to
stabilise greenhouse gas concentrations in the atmosphere and prevent dangerous human interference with
the climate system. Every year, negotiators from each
country (known as a ‘party’) meet at the Conference
of the Parties (COP), to review global climate change
targets and commitments. In 1997, the Kyoto Protocol
(KP) was agreed by governments at COP 3 in Kyoto,
Japan, which set legally-binding commitments for Annex 1 countries (see below) to reduce their greenhouse
gas emissions (by on average 5.2 per cent compared to
1990), but also introduced market mechanisms (‘carbon
trading’). The Kyoto Protocol came into force in 2005,
and its first commitment period ends in 2012. In 2007,
at COP 13 in Bali, the Bali Road Map was drawn up
to pave the way for an agreement on further efforts
to address climate change, including both negotiations
for the Kyoto Protocol’s second commitment period
(2013 and onwards) as well as a package of other issues
(mitigation, finance, technology, adaptation, capacity
building and long-term shared vision).
Adaptation – Activities to cope with the consequences of global warming, reduce vulnerability and
increase resilience.
Annex I parties – The group of countries that
committed themselves specifically in Rio to the aim
of returning individually or jointly to their 1990 levels
of greenhouse gas emissions by the year 2000. These
include all the OECD countries and economies
in transition (currently 41 countries). The terms
‘developed countries’ and ‘The North’ are often used
as substitutes.
Annex II parties – Annex II countries include all
OECD countries (but excluding several Eastern European countries with economies in transition) that
are expected to provide financial resources to assist
developing countries to enable both mitigation and
adaptation, including the transfer of environmentally
sound technologies.
Annex B parties – The countries that have agreed
to a legally binding target for reductions of their
greenhouse-gas emissions under the Kyoto Protocol.
These include all the Annex I countries except for
Turkey and Belarus. The US is a member of Annex
B but has not ratified the Kyoto Protocol. Canada
announced in Durban that it was withdrawing from
the Kyoto Protocol.
CBDR – Common But Differentiated Responsibilities.
A cornerstone of ‘sustainable devleopment’, explicitly
formulated in the context of the 1992 Rio Earth
Summit. The first principle of the climate convention
(wwUNFCC) states: ‘The Parties should protect the

climate system for the benefit of present and future
generations of humankind, on the basis of equity and
in accordance with their common but differentiated
responsibilities and respective capabilities’. The CBDR
thus has two components. The first is common responsibility, which arises from the concept of common
heritage and common concern of humankind, and
reflects the duty of states of sharing equally the burden
of environmental protection for common resources; the
second is the differentiated responsibility and unequal
capability, which addresses unequal material, social and
economic situations across states; different historical
contributions to global environmental problems; and
financial, technological and structural capacity to tackle
those global problems. In this sense the principle establishes a conceptual framework for an equitable allocation of the costs for both mitigation and adaptation.
CDM - Clean Development Mechanism, an ‘off-set’
mechanism under the Kyoto Protocol with the
explicit purpose of making emissions reductions
less costly for Annex 1 countries. Through CDM
developed countries may finance greenhouse-gas
emission reduction or removal projects in developing
countries, and receive credits for doing so which they
may apply towards meeting mandatory limits on their
own emissions.
G77 – The main negotiating bloc for developing
countries, allied with China (G77+China), comprising 131 countries.
GCF – The Green Climate Fund. A UN climate fund
established in Cancun and operationalised in Durban.
GHG - Greenhouse Gases. Natural and industrial
gases that trap reflected heat from the Earth. The
Kyoto Protocol restricts emissions of six GHGs:
natural (carbon dioxide, nitrous oxide and methane)
and industrial (perfluorocarbons, hydrofluorocarbons
and sulphur hexafluoride).
LDCs – Least Developed Countries
LULUCF – Land Use, Land Use Change and Forestry
Mitigation – Reduction of emissions of greenhouse
gases or increasing their sinks.
MRV – Measurement, Reporting and Verification.
Non-Annex 1 Parties – All countries except the
Annex 1 countries.These countries do not have quantified, legally binding emission reduction commitments.
The terms ‘developing countries’ and ‘The South’ are
often used as substitutes.
REDD – Reducing Emissions from Deforestation and
Forest Degradation.

